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the NBA Finals. First, the Spurs won three games in Miami against a team that entered the playoffs with a 50-win season, swept the Toronto Raptors in the first round and then eliminated the Heat in the conference finals in seven games. Next, the Cavaliers got to the Finals. After beating the Los Angeles Clippers and the Utah Jazz in the first two rounds, they took down the Oklahoma City Thunder in
a seven-game series that featured home-court advantage as well as two epic Game 7s on opposite coasts. So, OK, fine, a tough matchup against San Antonio. The Spurs had their own troubles last season -- they finished the regular season with the worst record in the West -- but the Cavaliers also lost Kevin Love to injury and LeBron James to an abdominal strain. Cleveland was also playing with eight

starters, whereas San Antonio had the healthiest combination it had had since Duncan, Parker, Ginobili and Tony Parker were all healthy. And yet, even after all those issues, the Spurs still managed to take down the Cavaliers in six games. With the series tied 2-2, the Cavaliers have once again felt the sting of an arguably bigger obstacle than the Spurs. That obstacle is the pain of a loser. It's the pain of
losing a series that you believed was in your hands, in your grasp, in your grasp again. The NBA Finals are always a roll of the dice, and that's especially true in a seven-game series like the one between Cleveland and San Antonio. But the odds of the Cavaliers closing out the series in a sweep seem to be fairly remote. What's more likely is that the Cavaliers will feel the agony of a loss that they simply

could have avoided. After all, Cleveland has gone all the way to the Finals before. The Cavs came within two wins of winning it all in 2016, and they were one buzzer-beater away from victory in 2014. They have had great seasons before, and they've lost games before. In fact, they lost to the Spurs in the Western 82157476af
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